
 

 

 

Kentwood Economic Development Corporation  

Minutes 

September 16, 2019 

 

Members Present: Gaffin, Clements, DeLuccia, Tyson, Green, Coughlin, DeBruyn 

 

Members Absent: Brandt, Swoboda 

 

Others Present: Lisa Golder, Economic Development Planner; Deputy Administrator Mark 

Rambo; Deputy Finance Director Bhama Cairns; Dan Kasunic, Kentwood 

City Clerk, Community Development Director Terry Schweitzer; Tom 

Colis, Miller Canfield; David Tiesenga, Holland Home; Jessica Wood, 

Dickinson Wright; Brian Pangle Clark Retirement Community 

 

1.  Holland Home Refunding Bond Request 

Tom Colis of Miller Canfield Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. addressed the request from 

Holland Home for a Resolution concerning Limited Obligation Revenue Bonds for 

Holland Home and the Circulation of a Preliminary Official Statement. The project 

would refund a portion on the 2012 bond. The interest rates are favorable so Holland 

Home would like to refinance and not extend the maturity date of the bonds.  It will 

provide significant savings, even after paying the cost of the refinancing.  The resolution 

makes it clear that the bonds will not be the debt of the EDC or the city.   

 

Mr. Colis asked whether the EDC would be able to meet sometime in the next several 

weeks.  After discussion the EDC decided that they would have a special meeting of the 

EDC on October 1, 2019 at 8:00AM.  After additional discussion: 

 

A motion was made by Tyson with support from Clements to approve the 

Resolution Concerning Limited Obligation Revenue Refunding Bonds for the 

benefit of Holland Home, and the Circulation of a Preliminary Official Statement. 

 

      --Motion Carried— 

 7-0, Commissioners Swoboda and Brandt   

absent 

 

2. Clark Retirement Community application for Financing Assistance 

 

Jessica Wood of Dickinson Wright, PLLC and Brian Pangle of Clark Retirement 

Community presented the request. The project is for both new construction of 52 

independent living apartments at Clark Lake, but also refinance of certain debt originally 

incurred to pay for projects at the Franklin Campus in the City of Grand Rapids.  The cost 

of the new construction is 38.8 million dollars.  The amount of money involved in the 

refinancing is 24 million dollars.  The intent if for the City of Grand Rapids to issue 

bonds for both Grand Rapids and on behalf of the City of Kentwood in order to receive 

substantial issuance cost savings and logistical efficiencies.  In order for the city of Grand 

Rapids to issue bonds on the city’s behalf, an Interlocal Agreement would need to be 

executed. 

 

The actions that are being requested by Clark Retirement Community include: 



 

• To find that the issuance of the bonds serves a public purpose, preliminarily 

approve of the Grand Rapids EDC issuance of the bonds for the project, and agree 

in concept to an Interlocal Agreement with the Grand Rapids EDC; 

• Approve the expenditure of Clarks funds prior to the issuance of bonds, so that 

Clark can be reimbursed for work done already with bond proceeds; 

• Require all documents and relating to project and bonds contain provisions that 

Kentwood, the Kentwood EDC or Kentwood citizens are liable for any fees, 

costs, expenses relating to the bonds that are to be issued through the city of 

Grand Rapids EDC; 

• Approve Dickinson Wright as bond counsel; 

• Approve the legal description (the entire Keller Lake campus) of the application 

as the Project Area and Project District Area and recommend the same to the City 

Commission for their approval; 

• Request the Mayor to appoint two additional EDC directors for the duration of the 

project 

 

It was clarified that neither the city nor the EDC would be responsible for any fees 

associated with the project. 

 

There was discussion regarding the application fee and the previous bond issue in which 

the fee was split with the city of Grand Rapids.  There was additional discussion 

regarding the timing of the project. There would be three meetings and a public hearing 

on the bond issue in Kentwood.  Grand Rapids would only have two EDC meetings to 

take action.  There was discussion on the special directors and their qualifications. 

 

After additional discussion,  

 

 Motion by Tyson, with support from Green, to Approve a Resolution of 

Inducement and Intent to Approve Revenue Bonds, to Proceed with a 

Project, to Appoint a Bond Counsel to Designate a Project Area, Recommend 

a Project District and to Appoint Additional Directors. 

 

--Motion Carried— 

 7-0, Commissioners Swoboda and Brandt   

absent 

 

    

   

3. Minutes, August 2019 

 

There needs to be a correction with respect to the number of members that were at the 

meeting.  There was a quorum with five people present.  With that correction, 

 

Motion by Green with support from Tyson to approve the August 2019 

minutes. 

      --Motion Carried— 

 

 

4. Finance Report 



Deputy Finance Director Cairns presented the Finance Report for the month ending June 

2019.  Cairns explained that the C-2 Machining loan, a payment was missed due to the fact 

that the bank had a systems change.  They have now made up that missed payment.    After 

additional discussion, 

 

 Motion by DeBruyn, with support from Clements to accept the Financial Report. 

        --Motion Carried— 

 

 

Cairns reviewed with the EDC the Preit (Woodland Mall) payment of captured funds related 

to the Brownfield.   She described the calculation of the Brownfield Tax capture for the three 

parcels of land associated with the Woodland Mall expansion.  The total capture was 

$226,189.53.  Of that amount, $16,729.34 must be returned to the state for their Brownfield 

Revolving Fund.  The city can keep %15 or  $18,890..43 of that amount for administration.  

A total of $16,306.64 is for the schools and cannot be captured.  Woodland is therefore 

received $174,173.12.  This will be reviewed in the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 

meeting, following the EDC meeting. 

 

 

5. Liquor Licenses 

The EDC was asked to look at the City’s provisions for liquor licenses and make 

recommendations for any amendments needed.  The issue of concern that was discussed in July 

was that the city set too high of a threshold for seating for a full menu restaurant (100) that has a  

liquor license proposed.  Lisa reviewed the proposed changes to the License provisions which 

include: 

 

• Amend the liquor license provisions to exclude any reference to full menu restaurant.  A 

limited menu restaurant will be the most required in terms of food service.  The eliminate 

of the full service restaurant provisions will eliminate the requirement for wait staff, the 

fill array of offerings, and the time requirements for the number of hours a restaurant is 

open during the week.   

• Reduce the number of seats to 50 for restaurants and hotels serving alcohol by the glass. 

Current requirement is 100 seats. 

• Microbreweries and small winemakers either need to meet the limited menu restaurant 

requirement of have delivery food available. 

• Remove the reference to the number of seats and tables required by square footage based 

on the 15 square feet per usable floor area.  The requirement that “the total building 

capacity cannot exceed 99 unless in full compliance with the current Fire Code as 

adopted by the City Commission” will remain. 

 

There was additional discussion about the provisions for bar seating.  The current regulations say 

that only up to 20% of the seating can be at a bar.  After additional discussion, the EDC members 

indicated support for “up to 50% of the seating can be at a bar”. 

 

There was interest in seeing whether other communities are doing anything more innovative.  

There was a discussion about whether the city will acquire any more quota licenses when the 

new census comes out.  There was discussion regarding the City would be eligible for a 

Redevelopment Liquor License.  These however, need to be associated with a Downtown 

Development Authority (DDA), Corridor Improvement Authority (CIA), Tax Increment 

Financing District (TIF) or a Principle Shopping District (PSD).  It was noted that the legislation 



for the Redevelopment Liquor License requires only seating for 25, which may indicate that the 

city should lower its requirements for seating further. 

  

6. Election of Officers 

 

Nominations: 

Rick Gaffin:  President 

Jim Green: Vice President 

Earl Clements:  Secretary/Treasurer 

 

After discussion: 

 

There was a motion by DeBruyn, with support from Green, to elect the slate of 

nominees for the offices of the Economic Development Corporation of the City of 

Kentwood. 

 

      --Motion Carried— 

 

 
There was a motion with support to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

EDC Proposed Objectives: 

 

1. Guide Policy and Partnerships to Assist with Economic Growth 

a. Align with MEDC 

b. Align with Right Place 

c. Interact w/ elected officials 

d. Interact w/business community 

e. Policy review and guidance 

 

2. Implement Programs to Attract, Retain and Support Businesses 

a. Bonds & Loans 

b. Brownfield  

c. PACE 

d. Entrepreneurship 

e. Education & Workforce Development 

f. Liquor Licenses 

g. Corridor Improvement 

 

3. Community Engagement, Marketing and Business Promotion 

a. Promotion of local, state, and federal economic opportunities and resources  

b. Business Promotion  

c. Customer Relations 

d. Establishing and Maintaining Partnerships 

 

4. Education & Training 

a. Workforce Training & Development 

b. Education of EDC Board Members 

 

I. Action Needed: Create ambassador teams that support the EDC’s objectives. 

 



Proposed Ambassador Teams:  

 

1. Programs & Development  

o EDC Offerings: Bonds, Loans, PACE, Brownfields, etc.   

o Banking & Finance 

o Real Estate: Residential/Commercial/Industrial 

 

2. Education & Opportunity 

o High School 

o Higher Education 

o Entrepreneurial (Junior Achievement HQ, MI SBDC, Etc.)  

o Workforce Development 

o Business Mentorship 

 

3. Corridor Development 

o Division Ave 

o 29th Street / 28th Street 

o 52nd / Eastern 

 

4. Community Engagement 

o Understanding business needs  

o Business promotion 

 

 

 


